Reid Carpenter

President, Leadership Foundations of America

Reid Carpenter has served as president of Leadership Foundations of America (LFA) since 2001.  With almost 45 years of experience in community-based ministry and management, he leads and directs the mission of LFA to “Connect Leaders, Change Lives, Transform Cities.”  Mr. Carpenter began his ministry in 1961 as the Pittsburgh, PA, area director for Young Life.  Over the years he has initiated collaborative ventures with hundreds of local partners to assist at-risk youth, prisoners and their families, people with inadequate health care, families in need of housing, and individuals with drug addictions.  Additionally, he initiated, organized and helped fund more than 20 organizations.  Mr. Carpenter has been an advisor to many faith-based organizations and business corporations has served on various boards and committees.
Mr. Carpenter and his wife, Carole, are the parents of four grown children.

Reverend Dr. W. Wilson Goode, Sr.


For more than forty years, Reverend Dr. W. Wilson Goode has held a number of leadership positions in the military; federal, state and local government; the church; and numerous civic, social action and neighborhood organizations, including service as Mayor of Philadelphia and Associate Minister of the First Baptist Church of Paschall.  Throughout his career, he has helped to create more livable communities by building housing and organizing intervention programs in education, employment and economic development.  Dr. Goode has served and continues to serve on many corporate, civic, religious and neighborhood boards. He has provided leadership on issues of civil rights, education, housing, mentoring and faith-based initiatives and is the author of In Goode Faith, an autobiography published in 1992.  Dr. Goode is currently the Senior Advisor on Faith Based Initiatives for Public/ Private Ventures, where he also directs the Amachi Program, a faith-based national mentoring model for children of incarcerated parents.

He and his wife, Velma, have one son, two daughters and two granddaughters.

Richard R. Ramos

Speaker, author and mentor Richard R. Ramos has twenty-seven years of progressive and effective community leadership.  Currently Ramos is the President/CEO of the Latino Coalition for Faith and Community Initiatives, a national, intermediary non-profit.  Early in his career, he served as a correctional officer in both state and federal prisons, a juvenile hall instructor and school counselor of at-risk junior and senior high school students, co-founding director of a gang intervention/prevention community coalition, and director of a Latino youth and family teen center.  He has also served as senior pastor in his church for sixteen years, and founding director of the Interfaith Initiative of Santa Barbara County. For his work in the field of human rights and interfaith understanding, he has received numerous accolades and awards.  Ramos is author of the book, Got Gangs? - Practical Guidance for Parents/Teachers on a Mission for Gang prevention/intervention. 
